
Writing an  
Annotated Bibliography 

What is an  

annotated bibliography? 
An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to 

books, articles and documents. Each citation is 

followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative 

paragraph (around 150 words)-i.e. the 

annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to 

inform the person who is reading your paper as 

to the relevance, accuracy and quality of the 

sources cited. 
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What are the benefits of writing  

an annotated bibliography? 
•Critical thinking (It encourages creative thinking about both the research 

topic as well as how the sources relate to one another.) 

•Organization (It helps the student in organizing his sources more effectively 

than just a works cited page since by summarizing & describing every source, he 

will become familiar with what each source discusses.) 

•Demonstrating knowledge (When a student is faced with having to 

demonstrate to a professor that he understands his topic and is familiar with the 

research that exists, this allows the professor to measure how extensive the student 

has familiarized himself with his research early in the paper writing process.) 

•Preparation (It forces the student to read and judiciously consider his 

research before beginning to write his paper, and so he moves onto his larger 

project already being familiar with how his work can be supported by other sources.) 
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How is this different from an abstract? 

Abstracts are strictly descriptive summaries 

typically found at the beginning of scholarly 

journal articles or in periodical indexes. 

Annotations are descriptive and/or 

evaluative. A descriptive annotation 

summarizes the breadth and content of a 

work whereas an evaluative annotation 

provides critical comment.  
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Thompson, S. (2000). Targeting teens means building buzz. Advertising Age, 

 71(13), 26-27. 

 

Example-ABSTRACT 
The article reports that edgy marketing efforts to connect with teenage consumers in the 

U.S. have become popular among packaged goods companies. Smaller American brands 

did well with their so-called guerilla tactics or underground marketing approach. These ads 

are usually short and funny and do not talk at teens but rather with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example-ANNOTATION 
This brief article talks about marketing to teens without their knowing that they 

are directly being targeted (main purpose of the work). Different strategies used 

to market products are described including those used for Cornnuts and Nabisco's 

Bubble Yum gum. The article describes this marketing as "anti-advertising" and 

portrays how teens react to various tactics. Although short, this article provides a 

current overview of how companies market to teens (conclusions reached by 

the writer of the annotation). (Weber State University Stewart Library) 
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What the annotation includes: 
 

•Main purpose of the work 

•Intended audience for the work 

•Usefulness or relevance to your research topic 

(or why it did not meet your expectations)  

•Special features of the work that were unique 

or helpful 

•Background and credibility of the author 

•Conclusions or observations reached by the 

author 

•Conclusions or observations reached by you 5 
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THE PROCESS 
Making an annotated bibliography 

requires being able to comprehensively 

explain an idea in a succinct manner as 

well as demonstrating informed library 

research. 
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First, locate and record citations to 

books, periodicals, and documents that 

may contain useful information and ideas 

on your topic. Briefly examine and review 

the actual items. Then choose those 

works that provide a variety of 

perspectives on your topic. 

Cite the book, article, or document using 

the appropriate style. 
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Second, write a concise annotation that 

summarizes the central theme and scope of 

the book or article. Include one or more 

sentences that (a) evaluate the authority 

or background of the author, (b) 

comment on the intended audience, (c) 

compare or contrast this work with 

another you have cited, or (d) explain 

how this work illuminates your 

bibliography topic. 
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Critically Appraising the 

Resource 

 Initial Appraisal Content Analysis 

Author Intended Audience 

Date of Publication Objective Reasoning 

Edition or Revision Coverage 

Publisher Writing Style 

Title of Journal Evaluative Reviews 
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Initial Appraisal 

Author-What are the author's credentials--institutional affiliation (where he or she works), educational 

background, past writings, or experience? Is the book or article written on a topic in the author's area of 
expertise? Is the author associated with a reputable institution or organization? What are the basic values or 
goals of the organization or institution? 

Date of Publication-When was the source published? Is the source current or out-of-date for your topic? 

Topic areas of continuing and rapid development, such as the sciences, demand more current information. On 
the other hand, topics in the humanities often require material that was written many years ago. 

Edition or Revision-Is this a first edition of this publication or not? Further editions indicate a source has 

been revised and updated to reflect changes in knowledge, include omissions, and harmonize with its intended 
reader's needs. Also, many printings or editions may indicate that the work has become a standard source in the 
area and is reliable. If you are using a Web source, do the pages indicate revision dates? 

Publisher-Note the publisher. If the source is published by a university press, it is likely to be scholarly.  

Title of Journal-Is this a scholarly or a popular journal? This distinction is important because it indicates 

different levels of complexity in conveying ideas. 
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Content Analysis 

Intended Audience-What type of audience is the author addressing? Is the publication aimed at a 

specialized or a general audience? How does the source fit your research needs? 

Objective Reasoning-Is the information covered fact, opinion, or propaganda? Does the information 

appear to be valid and well-researched, or is it questionable and unsupported by evidence? Are the ideas and 
arguments presented more or less in line with other works you have read on the same topic? The more radically 
an author departs from the views of others in the same field, the more carefully and critically you should 
scrutinize his or her ideas. Is the author's point of view objective and impartial?  

Coverage-Does the work update other sources, corroborate other materials you have read, or add new 

information? Does it extensively or marginally cover your topic? Is the material primary or secondary in nature? 

Writing Style-Is the publication organized in a manner that makes sense? Are the main points clearly 

presented? Is the author's argument repetitive? 

Evaluative Reviews-Locate critical reviews of books in a reviewing source such as Academic Search 

Complete. Is the review positive? Is the book under review considered a valuable contribution to the field? Does 
the reviewer mention other books that might be better? If so, locate these sources for more information on your 
topic. Do the various reviewers agree on the value or attributes of the book or has it aroused controversy among 
the critics? 

For web sites, consider consulting one of the evaluation and reviewing sources on the Internet. 
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Useful Websites for Writing  

an Annotated Bibliography 
 

•Purdue Online Writing Lab Annotated Bibligraphies 

 

•Skidmore College Lucy Scribner Library How to Write 

an Annotated Bibliography 

 

•University of Maryland University College How to Write 

an Annotated Bibliography 
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http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/
http://lib.skidmore.edu/library/index.php/li371-annotated-bib
http://lib.skidmore.edu/library/index.php/li371-annotated-bib
http://www.umuc.edu/library/libhow/bibliography_tutorial.cfm
http://www.umuc.edu/library/libhow/bibliography_tutorial.cfm
http://www.umuc.edu/library/libhow/bibliography_tutorial.cfm


Need More Help? 
Contact your campus librarian or one of 

our on-call librarians at 
 
 

BMCLibrary@brownmackie.edu  
 (855.773.9300) 
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